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It’s easy to learn to cast!   After 

that the real difficulty is learning 

how to catch fish. 

 

Because very few casting lessons 

are followed up they are a waste 

of time, money and effort. 

 

I am a member of three A.M.F.C. 

Clubs and two of them do seem to 

have systems in place to help 

beginners take the next step after 

learning to cast. 

 

Invicta have monthly Club Days 

and offer beginners an 

experienced angler to fish with. 

 

Rutland have a new scheme.   

Each month they have an evening 

bank fishing meet and beginners 

are helped by experienced 

anglers.  The decision about 

where to meet is published the 

day before on their web site to 

give anglers the best chance of 

success. 

 

I hope all A.M.F.C. Clubs have 

some system to encourage and 

help new fly fishers to take that 

important step after learning how 

to cast.   But I am not sure! 

 

For the last fifteen years I have 

tied flies at three or four County 

or Country Shows.   Each year I 

speak to someone who has been 

on a casting course.   Sadly, when 

I ask where they have been 

fishing too many of them say 

nowhere.  Almost all indicate it is 

because they have not been 

guided into the next step.  How to 

set up their tackle – Fly selection 

– How to fish their  

 

 

 

flies – Which are the best lines to 

start with – Where to fish. 

 

I have been in education all my 

life and one thing I have learned 

is the heuristic method does not 

work.  You need a background of 

learned skill before you can ‘find 

out for yourself.    

 

Louis Pasteur said ‘In the field of 

observation chance only favours 

the well prepared mind .... I have 

been looking for spontaneous 

generation for years without 

finding it’ 

 

I am sure we all want a vibrant, 

new generation of fly fishers but 

the only way we shall get it is to 

make sure that after learning to 

cast they are supported to take the 

next step.    Learning how to fish! 

 

******* 

 

Another one Bites the Dust 

 

And what an interesting season 

2015 has been for the 

Association. 

 

 

 

Rutland Water confirmed their  

superiority by winning the 

Association Trophy for the third 

consecutive season. 

 

In Group One Bewl ‘A’ did a 

‘houdini act’ by winning the 

Autumn Match and the Kew/ 

Queen Mother Plate and so were 

not bottom of the table. 

 

Tunbridge Wells made it into 

Group One from Group Four in 

only three years.   Not a first but 

nevertheless commendable. 

 

In Group Three, Grey Lags had 

their worst result of the season – 

but it didn’t matter, because they 

had already amassed enough 

points to ensure their move into 

Group Two. 

 

The cancellation of the Fun Day 

means the next event is the 

Annual General Meeting when 

we shall know who – where and 

what will happen in 2016 

 

 

2015 Trophies – Ready for 

Collection 

An Apology:   But for once – not from me.      John has asked me to print the following 

****** 
"The Secretary wishes to apologise whole-heartedly for the error stating that Queen Mother's Phil Hall had already 
fished four matches this season." 



Draycote in Fine Form for the 

AUTUMN ASSOCIATION MATCH 

*** 

Average of 5.3 for all groups 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regardless of my misgivings 

about using a reservoir for our 

Association Matches, which has a 

resident club but which is not a 

member of the A.M.F.C., there is 

no doubt that Draycote is a 

splendid venue for matches. 

 

The breakfast was excellent.  The 

boats were clean and the engines 

seemed to work on the first pull.  

The meal after the match was as 

good as I can remember. 

 

But it was the fishing that 

excelled.    An average of 5.3 and 

an average weight of nearly 2.5 

lbs. And many fish caught on 

dries, with daddies probably 

being the most successful. 

 

If there was a problem it was the 

length of time to weigh in so 

many anglers.   It took over an 

hour and we had to ask the 

caterers to put back the meal 

time.   Perhaps we should buy 

our own scales so we can have 

two lines for Association 

Matches? 

    

At the start the fleet divided into 

two.   About half went to the 

North Shore and the other half to 

Rainbow Corner and the southern 

end of the Dam.   One or two 

boats drifted out in the middle 

and even they found fish. 

 

 

 

As the North Shore became more 

difficult, most boats ended up in 

the South West Corner where 

boat pressure gradually took its 

toll. 

 

The fish were not suicidal and it 

was 4.30 pm before the first boat 

returned.  Only about five boats 

finished early with most of the 

fleet returning at 5.30pm. 

 

 

With their traditional skills with 

dry flies it was to be expected that 

the Bristol Team would do well. 

 

Tony George had the best bag of 

the day with a bag weight of 

26lbs 14oz 

 

 

 

Bewl Bridge F.C. ‘A’ Team who 

had been struggling for most of 

the season came good.   They 

were top team overall with 85lbs 

5oz.   This was helped by Mike 

Layacock’s largest fish of the day 

at 5lbs 10oz   They thus, saved 

themselves from last place in 

Group One, and won the 

Kew/Queen Mother Plate. 

 

 

Tony George of Bristol 

Winning the Eddie Grey Cup 

 



Rutland Water F.F.A. Take Second Place  

In the Autumn Match and become 

Association Champions by Four Points 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Three Members of the Rutland Team 

Receiving the  

Association Throphy 

GROUP ONE                 

                  

Team Rd1 Rd2 Rd3 Rd 4 Rd 5 Rd 6 Total Points POSITION 

Bewl Bridge F.C 'A' 1 3 1 1 4 6 16 5 

Fish Hawks  4 5 6 5 3 3 26 2 

Grafham Water F.A. 'A' 3 2 3 3 5 2 18 4 

Queen Mother F.C. 2 1 5 2 2 1 13 6 

Rutland Water F.F. 5 6 2 6 6 5 30 1 

Soldier Palmers 'A' 6 4 4 4 1 4 23 3 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tunbridge Wells Fly Fishing Society 

Leave it until the Autumn Match but 

An Easy Win Gets them the 

Group Two Championship 

The Four Members of the Tunbridge Wells T.F.S. Team 

Receiving the 

Anglian Water Trophy for the Winners of Group Two 

GROUP TWO                 

                  

Team Rd1 Rd2 Rd3 Rd4 Rd5 Rd6 Total Points POSITION 

Bewl Bridge F.C. 'B' 2 4 3 2 2 3 16 5 

Bristol Reservoirs 1 1 5 4 4 5 20 4 

England Police 5 3 6 5 3 1 23 3 

Invicta F.C. 'A' 6 6 2 3 6 2 24 2 

Royal Navy/Marines 3 2 1 1 0 4 13 6 

Tunbridge Wells T.F.A. 4 5 4 6 5 6 30 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Grey Lags have a Relaxing Day and only come 

Fifth on the Day – but they had already amassed 

enough Points to be Group Three Champions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Four Members of the Grey Lags Team 

Receiving the Essex & Suffolk Water Trophy 

****  

Winners of Group Three 

GROUP THREE                 

                  

Team Rd1 R2 Rd3 Rd4 Rd5 Rd6 Total Points POSITION 

Grafham Water 'B' 4 3 2 4 5 6 24 2 

Grey Lags 6 6 6 6 3 2 29 1 

Hanningfield F.A. 5 1 3 2 4 4 19 3 

Invicta 'B' 2 2 4 3 6 1 18 5 

Mid Northants  1 5 1 5 2 5 19 3 

Soldier Palmers 'B' 3 4 5 1 1 3 17 6 
 



 


